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n the Persian carpet, thus also sparing the

Gothic card table and the deep red
armchairs his wife had made in England
from photographs in an old book.

The couple’s private quarters are no less
sumptuous than the public ones. At the
center of the second floor, the master
suite offers sweeping views of the back
garden and the row of European poplars
leading to the wrought iron gazebo. “It’s
the proverbial front and center row
seats,” says Appleton. (Mrs. Zanuck’s
bathroom boasts gray and white Carrara
marble and white lacquered cabinetry,
while Mr. Zanuck’s has a more masculine
feel with green and gold marble and
cherry wood cabinets. His and hers walk-
in closets (at twenty-four square feet, hers
is like a furnished room), a sitting room,
and a small office space for Mrs. Zanuck
complete the master suite. On the third
floor, a massage room, steam shower and

wuge state-of-the-art gymnasium topped

by a skylight with automatic blinds ofter
room for both efttort and repose. The
gymnasium features so much equipment
that both its floor and the ceiling of the
master bedroom below had to be specially
designed to muffle noise (sand was used
as a sound barrier) as well as support
several tons of heavy machinery.

A characteristic of Hollywood 1s its
fickleness, a tendency to tire of once-
idolized styles, beliets and icons.
Hollywood  homeowners are no
exception. Despite all the thought,
energy and money they invest into their
residences, they rarely stay in them more
than ten or fifteen years. Mrs. Zanuck,
who prefers the process of designing a
home to the act of living in it, would like
nothing better than to embark on a new
architectural project. “If I were to do a
house in L.A. again, I would build it in a
style that 1s indigenous to the
environment and put in a drought-
tolerant garden,” she retlects. “I have all
these images in my mind of

succulents...’
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